Report on the NWA Energy Steering Committee meeting 7-16-2010

This meeting was called together to address the logistic issues that gets introduced in the Communities when ULSD becomes mandatory for use in all Diesel vehicles 1 Dec 2010.

On the Agenda:

1.   A discussion on the new fuel "Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel" and future use of Diesel in  

      our communities. 
      Regulations, Time lines, Storage & Transportation

      What are our options ?

A. Buy as needed….

B. Buy some bulk (some villages)

C. Change completely over to ULSD for Transportation, Heating and Power generation.

D. Other options.

2.   A discussion on Bulk Storage and the possibility of a small fuel barge stationed in 

      Noorvik or Kiana. 


3.   A discussion of possible new infra structure regarding Propane for heating and power 

      generation.    Presentation by Mary-Ann Pease & Harold Heinze

Present was all Community rep’s except Kobuk.

Eunice Hadley Buckland, James Commack Shungnak, Scott Jones Ambler, Raven Sheldon Selawik, Ben Atoruk Kiana, Lucy Adams Kivalina, Ruth-Moto Hingsbergen Deering, Bobby Wells Noorvik

Dean Westlake NANA, Ron Moto Deering, Matt Bergen Wh-pacific, Jay Hermanson  Wh-Pacific, Elizabeth Hensley, , Stan Tomaschescy ,Herman Rich Crowley, Randy Breux, & Royal Harris Crowley, Mary-Ann Pease & Harold Heinze ANGDA, Craig MacConnell NWABScool, Susan Bucknell KOTZ.

Via telephone : Senator Olsen office, Mark Bryant AVEC, 

A discussion followed on the infrastructure change needed to have 3 fuels in the villages.

It is clear that switching over to ULSD completely (Transportation, Heating and Power-generation), would be the least expensive way of proceeding, however everybody was not yet in agreement on this.

After a long discussion over different scenarios no conclusion was reached.

The general feeling was that until ULSD becomes available in Bulk at a lower cost than Stove oil we should wait with the transition.

This will only happen if we decide to ask Crowley for a large Bulk order, in other words when the Schools and AVEC decide to buy ULSD…?

However if we wait to long, it then creates a burden on the communities, that would have to buy ULSD by the drum @ $ 7.68/gallon (Crowley Terminal) plus shipping.

It also makes the fuel projects loose out on the prospect of selling the fuel.

In particular when a project is being developed in the Community.

Consensus was to take the discussion home to the Councils and take the subject up again in the next meeting.

Meanwhile order in a few drums of ULSD per Community, to use in vehicles during the winter.

After that discussion we talked about a possible “small” Barge operation stationed at Noorvik or Kiana,  to be able to transport fuel to the upper 3 villages in the 2 weeks available just after break-up.

This is an economic development opportunity for Noorvik or Kiana that could provide jobs for some people.

A way to buy “Bulk” Fuel for the 3 villages would have to be developed and a joint way of administration, possibly a Coop..

This also goes hand in hand with the possibility of transporting Propane to the Region in large quantities.

A large ISO tank of Propane could be stationed at Noorvik and be accessible as a filling station for 100lb propane tanks year around..

Mary-Ann and Harold made the presentation on Propane fuel being produced at Prudhoe Bay and distributed to Rural Alaska..

We could get Propane delivered to us from that New Plant via returning Bowhead barges that would stop in Nome and offload ISO containers.

Then transport Nome-Kotzebue could be handled by Crowley or Delta Western.

We are currently trying to get a cost estimate on such a delivery to make a study on what the delivered price would be..

Another way to bring the Propane into the Region would be through a road connecting the Yukon River with upper Kobuk.

Containers could be barged down the Yukon and then trucked to upper Kobuk Region. 

The proposals would be discussed in the Village Councils..

A support letter for the Propane project is needed at this time and it was suggested that we work on that as soon as possible.

A discussion on the NWA Strategic Energy Plan followed and a decision was made to update the plan with local Community plans by next meeting in November.

The meeting was adjourned on time at 1pm..

